LECTORS
When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God
himself speaks to his people, and Christ, present in his
word, proclaims the Gospel.
The proclamation of the Word of God is truly a ministry in
the Church. Lectors bring the living Word of God to the liturgical
assembly. In and through them God speaks to the gathered faithful. The
ministry of the Word, therefore, is treated seriously and with great
dignity.
The Word of God is not merely read during the liturgy. It is proclaimed.
Effective proclamation involves the delivery of the message with clarity,
conviction and appropriate pace. Proclamation is a special ministry
which presupposes faith and also rouses faith in those who hear the
Word proclaimed.
Ideally, members of the assembly listen to the proclamation of the
Scriptures and do not read along in missalettes. In the act of communal
listening, the worshippers experience not only unity among themselves
but also the presence of Christ speaking to them through the Word
(Introduction to the Lectionary for Mass #45).
Properly there are “no booklets for the assembly to follow the reading,
although by the front doors there are Sunday Missals for the hearing
impaired and for those whose language is different from the one used at
this Mass”.
Listening is not an isolated moment. It is a way of life. It means openness
to the Lord's voice not only in the Scriptures but in the events of our
daily lives and in the experience of our brothers and sisters. It is not just
my listening but our listening together for the Lord's word to the
community (Fulfilled in Your Hearing: The Homily in the Sunday
Assembly #20 National Conference of Catholic Bishops).
Guidelines to be a Lector in St. Clare: All liturgical ministers,
especially the ministers of the Word, must be properly trained for their
ministry. The ministry of the Word requires skill in public reading,
knowledge of the principles of liturgy, and an understanding and love of

the scriptures. Normally, only properly trained and commissioned lectors
are scheduled for liturgy (Introduction to the Lectionary for Mass #55).
Lectors are fully initiated, practicing Catholics whose lives witness to the
Word which they proclaim. On special occasions and for pastoral
reasons, a young person who is not yet fully initiated (i.e., not yet
confirmed) may serve as lector during a liturgy. Proper training for this
ministry is expected.
Normally, lectors are commissioned for their ministry, preferably during
a Sunday Mass. The rite of commissioning is found in the Book of
Blessings [Chapter 61, p. 775].
Those who are presently lectors should periodically participate in
enrichment programs, such as lector enrichment classes offered by the
Office for Worship, bible study courses, Bible Institute and other
workshops on Scripture and/or proclamation techniques.
In order that the service of the Word might be effective, all lectors are
expected to be prepared for their ministry. Preparation should be
spiritual, scriptural, and practical. Spiritual preparation involves prayer
over the text and reflection on its message. Scriptural preparation
involves understanding the text and interpreting it sufficiently so as to
evoke a response from the assembly. Practical preparation involves
mastering difficult words, learning the right pronunciations and
practicing the delivery of the text aloud, ideally in the presence of
someone who is able to critique the delivery. It is unacceptable to rush
into the sacristy just before Mass to “look at the readings” (Introduction
to the Lectionary for Mass #55).

